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Member Churches:
*Antioch
Asheboro FBC
Balfour
Beulah
Cedar Falls
Cedar Grove
Center Cross
Central Falls
*Cross Road
Deep River
*El-Shaddai
Firelight
at Greystone
Forest Park
Franklinville FBC
Glenola
Gravel Hill
Highland (Mission)
Huldah
*Liberty FBC
Macedonia
Maple Springs
Mt. Lebanon
Mt. Pleasant
Oakhurst
Oakwood Park
Panther Creek
Ramseur FBC
Randleman FBC
Richland
Riverside
Russell’s Grove
Sandy Creek
Seagrove FBC
Shady Grove
Sophia
Staley
Triad Cowboy Ch.
Union Grove
Unity Baptist
Fellowship
*Victory
West Asheboro
Westfield
White’s Memorial
Worthville

Due to COVID-19, the Food Roundup that was usually scheduled for April had to be postponed for September. The time is here to gather your non-perishable food and gift cards to help make a difference for the NC
Baptist Children’s Home. You can find the Food Supply/Need list at: https://www.bchfamily.org/
Things to know:
*RBA Collections dates: Monday, September 21—Thursday, September 24 —9am-2pm
*Call office before you bring your items. 336-625-4175
*Please check the date on the food you donate. We will not be able to accept out-of-date food.
*Gift cards are accepted and encouraged for buying perishables and items not received.
*Pack your food in sturdy boxes for transporting.

Better Together, at Bicentennial Park, Downtown Asheboro,
has been canceled for September 12, 2020 due to COVID-19
But, we are planning on rescheduling the event for April 2021. We will keep you up to date
as we move closer to the spring. Please be in prayer for this important and exciting time
for Randolph Baptist Association churches to love on our community.
We truly are...Better Together!

*Pray for our churches without pastors. Pray for their interims and search committees.

PASTOR JEFF JOYCE

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Evangelism by the Numbers
The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) recently came out with the compilation of the 2019 Annual Church Profile (ACP), a statistical picture of Southern
Baptist churches impact in our society. Several things were concerning and
encouraged me to do some digging into Randolph Baptist churches and the
statistical impact we are having in our county. I realize some who read this
article may disagree with its statements or conclusions, but it is hard to ignore the truth of the numbers.
For the 13th consecutive year the SBC saw a decline in reported membership, losing 287,655 people from 2018 to 2019, the largest drop in more than
100 years. The number of churches grew slightly (74), small group attendance (SS) fell by 11,485 people, and more disturbingly there were 10,694 less
people baptized across the 47,530 SBC churches. Why should this be of concern to us as believers and as Southern Baptist? I submit we should be concerned because of Christ’s purpose for coming to earth, “to seek and to
save them that are lost”, and our commission … to go into all the world and
preach the gospel, making disciples. Practically and by definition it is impossible to be a disciple of Christ without first becoming a believer in Christ.
Less people coming to Christ equals less disciples being made, and thus we
are failing in our God given commission.
So much for SBC, how about Randolph Baptist? How are we doing? Honestly, it is hard to get a completely accurate picture because only 63% of our
churches have returned their ACP's over the last 10 years, and slightly over
50% the last 2 years. From the information we do have we have not seen a
tremendous decline in the number of people baptized over the last 10 years.
But before we pat ourselves on the back, we have averaged only a 120 baptisms per year during that time. This amounts to 2.5 people baptized for
each church in our association, or 6.3/ church of those that are reporting any
baptisms. That is one baptism every other month for the churches that are
reporting and who knows what is going on in the others. But what makes
that even more concerning is that in 1935, RBA's initial year of existence, 18
churches reported 178 baptisms. Look at some of these numbers:
Year
Reporting churches
Baptisms
1947
27
318
1948
28
268
1954
38
591
1956
32
394
1957
38
447
With fewer churches, less members, less technology, less money, and a
county with a smaller population our predecessors impacted our communities for Christ far more significantly statistically than we are today. So, what
do we do with this information?
1) bury our heads in the sand and ignore the truth
2) come up with smart/spiritual sounding ways to dismiss it
3) acknowledge that is just the state of our society
4) chalk it up to Christ return being imminent, and that's just how things
are going to be in the last days.
Or…. we can decide we are going to take our commission from the Lord
seriously. We can seek the Lord's face to lead us to be more faithful to share
the gospel. We can pray the Holy Spirit would work through us to see people come to Christ. We can be intentional, we can plan, and we can surrender to the will of our father to fulfill the same mission his son had, to seek
and see saved those that are lost. I see these numbers as the souls of men,
women, boys, and girls and the Lord heralding once again his call for us to
join him about the main purpose of the coming Kingdom… enlisting citizens
to be part of it.
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SEPTEMBER
Joey & Kathy Greene
Pastor, Panther Creek
Virginia (Tudy) Phelps
Retired Pastor’s Wife
Lorene Haywood
Wife of Deceased Minister
Tracy Jackson
Pastor’s Wife, Beulah
Tommy Brown
Pastor, Huldah
Charles Phelps
Retired Pastor
Michael Bentley Worship Leader & Music Min., Ashe FBC
Wilma Metters
Wife of Retired Pastor
Richard Crider
Pastor, Oakwood Park
Carolyn Ashley
Pastor’s Wife, Firelight at Greystone
Joe Edwards
Pastor, Franklinville FBC
Sarah Smith
Pastor’s Wife, Richland
Tim Steen
Pastor, Glenola
Thomas & Sarah Smith
Pastor, Richland
Gary & Joanna Mason
Pastor, Balfour
CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES
Thomas Smith
42 years
Richland
Sam Hicks
16 years
West Asheboro
Doug Davis
16 years
Triad Cowboy Church
Pastor K’Them
11 years
Highland Christian Ch

Pastor Joe Edwards has become the full-time Pastor at Franklinville FBC after serving as Interim. Pastor Joe and Mrs. Mary
are no strangers to the area after serving in RBA churches in the
past. We appreciate their years of dedication and service.

Pastor Tim Strider has made if official as the full-time Pastor at
Deep River Baptist Church. Pastor Tim has been a blessing to
the folks at Deep River while serving as their Interim. We
thank both him and Mrs. Jan for all they do for the community.

In 2017 an SBC task force on evangelism offered the following recommendations at the 2018 SBC convention, and I would like our Association and churches to adopt these and make them part of our DNA...
1) each church conducts annual evangelism training events
2) each church adopts an annual baptism goal
3) each pastor commits prayerfully to modeling personal evangelism
4) each pastor commits to present public gospel invitations
Matt Queen, professor of evangelism at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and member of the task force, stated “these recommendations, if practiced by Southern Baptists, can become a catalyst
that God might use to see an increase in disciples made both here and
around the world.”

God, may it be so to your honor and glory.
Humbly, Jeff Joyce ...your Missions Strategist

Highlighting Cedar Grove Baptist Church this month….
COVID-19 has been a distraction, a producer of
stress, and a major inconvenience in all people’s lives
regardless of if they are afraid of the virus or not. This has
been true for churches including Cedar Grove. Our 2020
plans were turned on their ear, we canceled annual
events like VBS, our Easter egg hunt as well as a church
trip to The Creation Museum. Ministries like The Lord’s
Table, Sunday school, Youth meetings, and Sunday night
services as well as visitation have all been stopped at Cedar Grove.
In life, events can be looked at from a positive or negative side, all things have both. On the positive side, at
Cedar Grove we have had people hit their stride in service for the Lord. A team of people researched, developed and continue to maintain our live stream, so we are
ministering to more people than ever. One of our ladies
puts out a prayer list every week to our church members
and keeps us informed on what is going on. There are
several ladies who keep a check on everyone and they
write cards, and remember important events, like birthdays. There are several people working in our music department and there are those who have volunteered to
clean the church after services.
Three takeaways, first, not just at Cedar Grove but all of
the churches I know of, God’s people continue to find
ways to serve. Second, God’s people are giving just like
they have been financially. Third, it gives the church the
time to examine their ministry and make adjustments to
things that may need to be done differently or not at all.
In short, while things are different, I have been blessed
by God’s people finding ways of serving Him.
Pastor Marty Grainger
Cedar Grove Baptist Church can be found online at:

https://www.cgbc-nc.com/

Annual Church Profiles will be
going out soon.
Churches,
please be on the look-out in the
coming weeks for yours.
They will be due November 2.

RED BOX ITEM for 2020
RBA item to collect for Women’s Prison Ministry…

DEODORANT
Solid or Roll-on deodorant, 2.0-3.5 oz in plastic bottle
WMU would like to have 1700 total for distribution.
Let’s see how we can help reach that goal!
2020 N.C. Baptist Women’s Retreat, originally
scheduled for Oct. 23-24 at Caraway Conference
Center, has been postponed until March 26-27,
2021.
For additional information, please contact: Ashley
Allen 1.800.395.5102 ext. 5559

Embrace Leadership Network

Want to learn from other women’s ministry leaders to better serve your church and association? Consider joining
the Embrace Leadership Network (ELN) for 2021. Contact
Ashley Allen at 1-800-395-5102 (ext 5559) or
aallen@ncbaptist.org
North Carolina Missions Offering (NCMO) is a special
offering received during the month of September that
supports the ministries of Baptists on Mission, Church
Planting, mission camps, associational projects, and
mobilization ministry projects. NCMO is your opportunity to impact lostness as God accomplishes many wonderful things through these various ministries.
The theme for 2020 is “compelled by love” and the offering goal is $2.1 million. The theme verse is 2 Corinthians
5:14.

Mail-in Donations
Baptist State Convention
of North Carolina
Attn: NCMO
205 Convention Drive
Cary, NC 27511

Baptist State Convention Annual Meeting scheduled for November 9-10 will not be
held at the Koury Convention Center in Greensboro.
Convention officials are exploring other options.
Future updates can be found online at ncannualmeeting.org
The 2020 Pastor’s Conference that usually meets prior to Annual Meeting has been
canceled.

Next newsletter will be printed on September 28. The deadline for submitting material is noon on September 21.
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RBA Church Receipts 2020
Antioch
Asheboro 1st
Balfour
Beulah
Cedar Falls
Cedar Grove
Center Cross
Central Falls
Cross Road
Deep River
El Shaddai
Firelight at Greystone
Forest Park
Franklinville 1st
Glenola
Gravel Hill
Highland Christian Church
Huldah
Liberty 1st
Macedonia
Maple Springs
Mt. Lebanon
Mt. Pleasant
Oakhurst
Oakwood Park
Panther Creek
Ramseur 1st
Randleman 1st
Richland
Riverside
Russell's Grove
Sandy Creek
Seagrove 1st
Shady Grove
Sophia
Staley
Triad Cowboy Church
Union Grove
Unity Baptist Fellowship
Victory
West Asheboro
Westfield
White's Memorial
Worthville
Other Undesignated
Total Undesignated

July

YTD

802.10
831.34
1,000.00

200.00
372.50
351.55
750.00
108.33

5,445.57
6,692.26
7,000.00
150.00
700.00
1,514.40
1,457.91
5,250.00
758.31

239.20

1,278.63

500.00
472.00

1,000.00
3,803.00
171.25
600.00
200.00

1,375.92
750.00
400.00

103.44

200.00

927.00
421.46

200.00
758.88
142.36
600.00

200.00
100.00
269.64
12,075.72

4,086.05
1,500.00
2,800.00
1,274.43
1,000.00
1,259.47
420.00
600.00
1,005.00
4,904.99
1,895.00
2,028.15
600.00
195.04
1,400.00
3,716.23
996.52
2,056.25
500.00
400.00
1,400.00
700.00
16,514.39
87,272.85

Designated Funds:
Building Fund
Balance Forward: 394.39
Disaster Relief Trlr
Balance Forward: 1194.83
Highland Montagnard Mission
Pd to Highland Mission
MAP Fund
Balance Forward: 8992.53
Area-Wide Crusade
Bal Forward: 2082.90
Ministry Trailer
Bal Forward: 2067.46
Other Designated
Pd for other designated
Total Designated Funds:

July

Balance
394.39

1,194.83
125.00
(125.00)
8,992.53
2,082.90
1,730.09

14,394.74

Total Receipts
Total Expenses

12,202.28
11,020.22

88,911.40
77,106.78

Budget Needed:
Actual Received toward Budget
Over/Under Budget

11,778.98
12,075.72
296.74

82,452.86
87,272.85
4,819.99

Bal in Primary Acct
Money Rsvd for Other funds
Bal in Payroll Acct
Interest Earned Money Mkt.
Bal in Money Market Acct.
Bal available for use

12,076.96
14,394.74
29,459.20
1.56
36,978.62
34,660.84

13.55

